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COO of Aluminum Chambered Boats
of Bellingham, WA, “these boats won't
sink on you. 1 have to say "virtually
unsinkable’,” Moore adds, "because
sotne wise elbow will come along with a
situation where a chambered boar could
sink (also legal ramifications require the
use of ‘virtually'). However. in normal
situarions, you'd be hard pressed to sink
one of these boats—and that’s a measure
of safery hard to ignore,”

What makes Moore worth listening
to is his history. He's past president of
both Lund Boars and Welderaft, and has
a wealth of knowledge abour boat per-
formance, having been in the business
since dirt was invented. When he speaks;
I listen—at least about boat design and
performance. Fishing, however, not so
much . ..

Not that you lhave ro go by his testi-
mony alone. IF you do some searching
on the Stabicraft website, you'll find a
story about a boar that was found float-
ing, barely above water. The boar was
still hirched to its trailer, had whart was
left of a motor and had a thick covering
of barnacles. Once it was cleaned of sea
life and repowered, it was put back in
service and functioned as new.

Aluminum Chambered Boarts
designs feature the "flotation collar™ con-
cept, a ring of at least eight chambers
(depending upon design) that stretch
from the transom to the bow. These
chambers are waterught and air-filled,
and provide the measure of safery we're
talking about.

But there are other benefits of this
design. First, and most obvious, the
chambers give the boars more beam
without adding significantly to the
weight. More beam makes for a more
stable boat. Also, for boats of equal
weight, a wider boat sits higher in the
wwater, and that gives you a boat thar will,

- generally, come on plane quicker.
For those who don’t know, planing
- boats (and these are) run more effi-
- ciently—burn less fuel—when on plane
where they are riding ON the warer
I instead of pushing THROUGH the
| water, The faster a boat can come on
plane, the more efficiently it will run,

“Yeah, that's one of the beauties of the

chambers,” says Moore. “T'hey act like a
reverse chine, and thar gives more lift.
The more lift, the fascer they get up and
{ the betrer they run. Thar really means
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